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USDA Strategic 

Plan 2010 - 2015

Objective USDA Mission Areas CRIS  Topic Areas  (ongoing 

agricultural, food science, human 

nutrition, and forestry research, 
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activities for the United States 
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NAL Collection Development Policy                                               

Subject Terms                                                                                   (using 

NALT controlled vocabulary)

ARS National Programs Global Agricultural Reference 

Sources

Objective 1.1 Enhance Rural 

Prosperity

Rural Development VIII. FAMILIES, YOUTH, AND 

COMMUNITIES

Family And Consumer Science; Economics; Rural 

Development

Literature of Agricultural 

Economics and Rural Sociology

Objective 1.2 Create Thriving 

Communities

Rural Development VIII. FAMILIES, YOUTH, AND 

COMMUNITIES

Family And Consumer Science; Economics; Human 

Health and Safety; Rural Development

Literature of Agricultural 

Economics and Rural Sociology

Objective 1.3 Support a Sustainable 

and Competitive 

Agricultural System

Natural Resources and 

Environment

I. NATURAL RESOURCES AND 

ENVIRONMENT; II. PLANTS AND 

THEIR SYSTEMS; III. ANIMALS AND 

THEIR SYSTEMS; IV. 

AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL 

RESOURCE, AND BIOLOGICAL 

ENGINEERING

Agricultural Economics; Agricultural Education; 

Agronomy; Alternative Farming; Animal Science and 

Animal Products; Animal Welfare; Aquaculture; 

Economics; Farms and Farming Systems; Forest Science 

and Forest Products; Horticulture; Natural Resources;  

Organic Production; Plant Science and Plant Products; 

Soil Science; Sustainable Agriculture; Veterinary 

Medicine 

Animal Production and Protection; Animal Health; 

Veterinary, Medical, and Urban Entomology; 

Aquaculture; Agricultural System Competitiveness and 

Sustainability

Literature of Agricultural 

Economics and Rural Sociology, 

Literature of Crop Sciences, 

Literature of Soil Sciences

Objective 2.1 Restore and Conserve 

the Nation’s Forests, 

Farms, Ranches, and 

Grasslands

Natural Resources and 

Environment

IV. AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL 

RESOURCE, AND BIOLOGICAL 

ENGINEERING

Farms and Farming Systems; Forest Science and Forest 

Products; Horticulture; Natural Resources; Range 

Management; Soil Science; Sustainable Agriculture 

Natural Resources and Sustainable Agricultural Systems; 

Water Availability and Watershed Management; Soil and 

Air Resource Management; Pasture, Forage, and Range 

Land Systems; Agricultural Waste and Byproduct 

Utilization; Agricultural System Competitiveness and 

Sustainability; Bioenergy

Literature of Forestry and 

Agroforesty; Literature of Soil 

Sciences

Objective 2.2 Lead Efforts to Mitigate 

and Adapt to Climate 

Change

Natural Resources and 

Environment

IV. AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL 

RESOURCE, AND BIOLOGICAL 

ENGINEERING

Farms and Farming Systems; Meteorology; Natural 

Resources 

Bioenergy Literature of Agricultural 

Engineering

Objective 2.3 Protect and Enhance 

America’s Water 

Resources

IV. AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL 

RESOURCE, AND BIOLOGICAL 

ENGINEERING

Agrochemicals; Aquaculture; Fertilizers; Irrigation And 

Drainage; Microbiology; Natural Resources; Organic 

Production; Pesticides; Water Quality

Agricultural Waste and Byproduct Utilization; Water 

Availability and Watershed Management; Methyl 

Bromide Alternatives

Literature of Agricultural 

Engineering, Literature of Soil 

Sciences

Objective 2.4 Reduce Risk from 

Catastrophic Wildfire 

and Restore Fire to its 

Appropriate Place on the 

Landscape

Natural Resources and 

Environment

IV. AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL 

RESOURCE, AND BIOLOGICAL 

ENGINEERING

Forest Science and Forest Products; Natural Resources Natural Resources and Sustainable Agricultural Systems; 

Water Availability and Watershed Management; Soil and 

Air Resource Management; Pasture, Forage, and Range 

Land Systems; Agricultural Waste and Byproduct 

Utilization; Agricultural System Competitiveness; Pasture, 

Forage, and Range Land Systems

Literature of Forestry and 

Agroforesty

Objective 3.1 Ensure U.S. Agricultural 

Resources Contribute to 

Enhanced Global Food 

Security

Farm and Foreign 

Agricultural Services; Food, 

Nutrition and Consumer 

Services

VII.  HUMAN NUTRITION, FOOD 

SAFETY, AND HUMAN HEALTH 

AND WELL-BEING      

Animal Science and Animal Products; Aquaculture; Food 

Safety; Microbiology; Plant Science and Plant Products

Nutrition, Food Safety, and Quality; Food Safety (Animal 

and Plant Products); Human Nutrition; Quality and 

Utilization of Agricultural Products

Contemporary and Historical 

Literature of Food Science and 

Human Nutrition

Objective 3.2 Enhance America’s 

Ability to Develop and 

Trade Agricultural 

Products Derived from 

New Technologies

Marketing and Regulatory 

Programs

VI. ECONOMICS, MARKETS, AND 

POLICY

Agricultural Economics; Agricultural Products; Animal 

Science and Animal Products; Animal Welfare; 

Aquaculture; Biotechnology; Botany; Economics; 

Fertilizers; Forest Science and Forest Products; 

Horticulture; Organic Production; Plant Science and Plant 

Products

Quality and Utilization of Agricultural Products Literature of Agricultural 

Economics and Rural Sociology, 

Literature of Animal Science and 

Health, 
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Objective 3.3 Support Sustainable 

Agriculture Production 

in Food-Insecure Nations

Farm and Foreign 

Agricultural Services; Food, 

Nutrition and Consumer 

Services; Marketing and 

Regulatory Programs; Rural 

Development

V. FOOD AND NON-FOOD 

PRODUCTS: DEVELOPMENT, 

PROCESSING, QUALITY, AND 

DELIVERY

Aquaculture; Conservation Practices; Crop Production; 

Farms and Farming Systems; Food Science; Natural 

Resources ; Soil Science; Sustainable Agriculture 

Quality and Utilization of Agricultural Products; 

Agricultural System Competitiveness and Sustainability; 

Crop Production

Literature of Forestry and 

Agroforesty, Literature of Crop 

Sciences, Literature of Animal 

Science and Health, 

Objective 4.1 Increase Access to 

Nutritious Food

Food, Nutrition and 

Consumer Services

V. FOOD AND NON-FOOD 

PRODUCTS: DEVELOPMENT, 

PROCESSING, QUALITY, AND 

DELIVERY

Aquaculture; Botany; Crop Production; Food Science; 

Nutrition; Plant Science and Plant Products

Nutrition, Food Safety, and Quality; Food Safety (Animal 

and Plant Products); Human Nutrition; Quality and 

Utilization of Agricultural Products; Crop Production

Literature of Crop Sciences, 

Literature of Animal Science and 

Health, Contemporary and 

Historical Literature of Food 

Science and Human Nutrition

Objective 4.2 Promote Healthy Diet 

and Physical Activity 

Behaviors

Research, Education and 

Economics

VII.  HUMAN NUTRITION, FOOD 

SAFETY, AND HUMAN HEALTH 

AND WELL-BEING      

Human Health and Safety; Nutrition Human Nutrition; Quality and Utilization of Agricultural 

Products

Contemporary and Historical 

Literature of Food Science and 

Human Nutrition

Objective 4.3 Protect Public Health by 

Ensuring Food is Safe

Food, Nutrition and 

Consumer Services;Food 

Safety

VII.  HUMAN NUTRITION, FOOD 

SAFETY, AND HUMAN HEALTH 

AND WELL-BEING

Animal Welfare; Crop Production; Food Safety; 

Microbiology; Mycology; Human Health and Safety

Human Nutrition; Food Safety, (Animal and Plant 

Products); Crop Protection and Quarantine

Contemporary and Historical 

Literature of Food Science and 

Human Nutrition

Objective 4.4 Protect Agricultural 

Health by Minimizing 

Major Diseases and 

Pests to Ensure Access 

to Safe, Plentiful, and 

Nutritious Food

Food, Nutrition and 

Consumer Services; Food 

Safety

VII.  HUMAN NUTRITION, FOOD 

SAFETY, AND HUMAN HEALTH 

AND WELL-BEING      

Animal Science and Animal Products; Animal Welfare; 

Botany; Crop Production; Entomology; Food Safety; Food 

Science; Invasive Species; Microbiology; Mycology; 

Human Health and Safety; Nutrition; Pesticides; Plant 

Science and Plant Products; Veterinary Medicine; 

Zoology

Food Safety, (Animal and Plant Products); Quality and 

Utilization of Agricultural Products; Plant Genetic 

Resources, Genomics, and Genetic Improvement; Plant  

Biological and Molecular Processes; Crop Production; 

Plant Diseases;  Crop Protection and Quarantine; 

Veterinary, Medical, and Urban Entomology

Literature of Crop Sciences; 

Literature of Animal Science and 

Health, Contemporary and 

Historical Literature of Food 

Science and Human Nutrition

USDA Animal 

Genomics 

Blueprint 2008 - 

2017

National Genetic Resources 

Program (NGRP)

Animal Science and Animal Products; Genetics; Plant 

Science and Plant Products; Zoology

Plant Genetic Resources, Genomics, and Genetic 

Improvement; 

Literature of Crop Sciences; 

Literature of Animal Science and 

Health

IX.   PROGRAM AND PROJECT 

SUPPORT, AND ADMINISTRATION, 

EDUCATION, AND 

COMMUNICATION

Governmental Programs and Projects; Laws and Legal 

Materials

CABI 

Biochemistry; Bioinformatics; Biological Sciences; CABI ; Encyclopedia of Agricultural 

Science

 Chemistry; Engineering; Physics CABI ; Encyclopedia of Agricultural 

Science

Information Science; Statistics; CABI ; Encyclopedia of Agricultural 

Science
1 - NALT, The NAL Thesaurus,  is the indexing vocabulary for the National Agricultural Library's bibliographic database of citations to agricultural resources, AGRICOLA. The subject scope of agriculture is broadly defined in the thesaurus, and includes 

These subject terms are broader terms for the more specific subject 

terms that address each Objective or Topic Area, and apply generally.
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